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Draft Meeting Minutes


[bookmark: _Hlk134007243]Minutes of the Parish Meeting of Fyfield Parish Council held on Monday 5th October 2026 at Fyfield Village Hall, Houchin Drive, Fyfield.

Present: Councillors D Webster, T Wadey, E Hurst, M Brawn, G Codd and J Goodson.
Absent: Councillor L Webster.
In attendance: One member of the public and District Councillor R Balcombe.
The meeting commenced at: 7:30pm

	26.79
	Apologies for absence
Received and approved from L Webster. 


	26.80
	Declaration of Interests
To receive Councillor’s declaration of interests and dispensations concerning items on the agenda. 
No declarations were received.


	26.81
	Approval of Minutes of Meeting held 14th September 2026
The minutes of the Fyfield Parish Council meeting held on Monday 14th September 2026 were approved as an accurate record.


	26.82
	Public Participation Session
To receive questions and statements from members of the public with respect to items on the agenda and other matters that are of mutual interest.
None received.


	26.83
	Clerks Report
a) The Clerk reported on 15 items.


	26.84
	County Councillor, District Councillor and other representatives reports 
District Cllr Balcombe gave the following report:
· Won another award for waste collection.
· Black bins should use white or clear bin bags.
· Highways – road repairs scheduled from Black Bull to village shop. Will be done. Will be traffic lights and not road closure.
· Speed sign near Black Bull been reported as not working.


	26.85
	Finance
a) a) To consider and approve invoices for payment.
RECEIVED List of invoices submitted in September 2026 that require payment by the Parish Council. 


	Ref No
	BACS Ref
	Payee
	Detail
	Amount

	50.26
	2026/139
	Fyfield village hall
	5th October meeting room hire
	£15.30

	51.26
	PAID
	Xero
	Accounting software
	£36.00

	52.26
	Sept 2026
	P Norris
	August & Sept burial ground maintenance
	£380.00

	53.26
	PAID
	Castle Water
	Water rates – burial ground
	£11.64

	54.26
	PAID
	Castle Water
	Water rates – sports field
	£34.51

	55.26
	Donation
	East of England Ambulance Service Charity
	Donation as agreed under Section 137
	£400.00

	56.26
	1566
	JBL Groundscare
	Sports field maintenance August 2026
	£798.00

	57.26
	1582
	JBL Groundscare
	Sports field maintenance September 2026
	£798.00

	NOTED Invoices are verified and certified in accordance with Financial Regulation 6.3.
RESOLVED List of invoices were authorised (approved unanimously).   
NOTED Clerks wages for September - £516.96p.
TASK Clerk passed all paperwork to Cllr D Webster and Cllr Goodson for signature. All payments are set up ready for authorisation online.

b) To consider and approve the bank reconciliation. 
Approved.
c) To receive and discuss the quarterly budget comparison.
Received and noted.


	26.86
	Sports Field and Village Hall
a) Note any sports field hire bookings.
No bookings received.


	26.87
	Burial Ground
a) To receive a report from the burial ground clerk.
Nothing to report.


	26.88
	Governance and Policies
a) To review and agree any changes to the Equality and Diversity Policy.
Approved. No changes.


	26.89
	Assets
a) Discuss and agree next steps in telephone kiosk updates – see materials list.
Options discussed. Agreed for Clerk to write to homeowner and ask to cut back bushes surrounding the telephone kiosk. 
b) Discuss and agree purchase of reusable event posters.
Discussed and agreed for Clerk to look at reusable banner options to present at next meeting. 


	26.90
	Planning
a) To consider any new planning applications submitted to Epping Forest District Council – 2 applications received. 
Planning Application: EPF/1741/26 – Forest Heights, Norwood End
Conversion of cartlodge to create three bedroom dwelling. – Sent to Cllrs prior to consultation date – no objection.
Planning Application: EPF/1788/26 – The Bays, Dunmow Road
Single storey rear infill extension, single story front extension, garage conversion and proposed boundary wall and gate. – no objection.


	26.91
	Support for Four Wantz crossing safety petition
To discuss and agree to support Alex Burghart MP proposal to make crossing at the Four Wantz safer.
Discussed and agreed for the Clerk to write a letter of support to Alex Burghart on behalf of the Parish Council.


	26.92
	Communication and Promotion
To consider any items for publicity and promotion.
· Christmas tree lighting ceremony – Tuesday 1st December. 


	26.93
	Date of the next Parish Council meeting
a) To confirm the date of the next Parish Council Meeting. 
The next meeting will take place on Monday 2nd November 2026 in the club room at 7.30pm.


	26.94
	To resolve that under Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the press and public be excluded from the meeting for the following item on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted:

a. To discuss and agree contractor pay increase.
Discussed and agreed a pay increase following national guidelines. The Clerk will send a letter to the contractor to confirm.
b. To discuss and agree a course of action regarding an unpaid and overdue field booking invoice.
Discussed and agreed to speak with Village Hall Committee regarding the hirer.




The meeting was closed at 20:41pm.

Signed: 	…………………………………….	Date: ……………………	
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