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Fyfield Parish Council Meeting
Draft Minutes


[bookmark: _Hlk134007243]Minutes of the Parish Meeting of Fyfield Parish Council held on Monday 3rd August 2026 at Fyfield Village Hall, Houchin Drive, Fyfield.

Present: Councillors D Webster, L Webster, T Wadey, M Brawn.
Absent: Councillors G Codd, J Goodson and E Hurst.
In attendance: District Cllr Balcombe.  No members of the public. 
The meeting commenced at: 7:30pm

	26.50
	Apologies for absence
Cllr Codd and Cllr Goodson sent apologies which were accepted.


	26.51
	Declaration of Interests
To receive Councillor’s declaration of interests and dispensations concerning items on the agenda. 
No declarations were received.


	26.52
	Approval of Minutes of Meeting held 6th July 2026
The minutes of the Fyfield Parish Council meeting held on Monday 6th July 2026 were approved as an accurate record.


	26.53
	Public Participation Session
To receive questions and statements from members of the public with respect to items on the agenda and other matters that are of mutual interest.
No public in attendance.


	26.54
	Clerks Report
a) The Clerk reported on 8 items.
b) NOTED that the Clerk has obtained the CiLCA qualification.


	26.55
	County Councillor, District Councillor and other representatives reports 
District Cllr Balcombe advised:
· A member of the public has advised that the fence between the village hall car park and Walkers Avenue garages is very wobbly. The Clerk will add this to the next agenda to agree course of action.
· No news on the EFDC purchase of houses at the Gypsy Mead development.


	26.56
	Finance
a) a) To consider and approve invoices for payment.
RECEIVED List of invoices submitted in July 2026 that require payment by the Parish Council. 


	Ref No
	BACS Ref
	Payee
	Detail
	Amount

	30.26
	0000155586
Paid
	Sovereign Play Equipment
	Play equipment repairs – final invoice
	£1077.30

	31.26
	Paid
	Castle Water
	Water rates
	£7.61

	32.26
	Paid
	Castle Water
	Water rates
	£3.78

	33.26
	Paid
	Xero
	Accounting package
	£30.00

	34.26
	MEM259313-1
	SLCC 
	Annual clerk membership
	£116.00

	35.26
	1545
	JBL Groundscare
	Sports field maintenance
	£798.00

	36.26
	INV-621
	Fyfield Farms
	2 x “Take your rubbish home” signs
	£45.58

	37.26
	2026/104
	Fyfield Village Hall
	Meeting room hire
	£9.60

	38.26
	558736824
	Zurich Insurance
	Annual PC insurance renewal
	£677.90

	39.26
	PAID
	HMRC
	Employers NI (Apr-Jun)
	£48.75	

	40.26
	2026/112
	Fyfield Village Hall
	August meeting room hire
	£15.30

	NOTED Invoices are verified and certified in accordance with Financial Regulation 6.3.
RESOLVED List of invoices were authorised (approved unanimously).   
NOTED The Clerks wages have increased by 2 NJC scale points – one for another years’ service in the role and one for completing CiLCA. 
NOTED Clerks wages for July - £500.40p.

TASK Clerk passed all paperwork to Cllr D Webster and Cllr Wadey for signature. All payments are set up ready for authorisation online.

a) To consider and approve the bank reconciliation. 
Approved and signed by Cllr D Webster and Cllr Wadey.


	26.57
	Sports Field and Village Hall
a) Note any sports field hire bookings.
Fyfield 5K – 13th September. Cllr Wadey and Cllr L Webster to book sports field.
b) Discuss play area roundabout quote and agree course of action.
The quote was noted but the PC agreed to obtain further quotes for a new roundabout before making a decision. The Clerk will obtain quotes.
c) Discuss and agree OJFC notice of contract termination.
It was agreed to accept notice from OJFC subject to the contract terms. The Clerk will cancel the line marking with the field contractor and discuss reducing the number of cuts per year.


	26.58
	Burial Ground
a) To receive a report from the burial ground clerk.
Received and discussed. 
· It was agreed that a sign will be made up for graves which have been levelled.
· It was agreed that a 1x fee will be charged for a double plot for the forthcoming interment on 14th August. 
b) To discuss and agree additional cost to cap unused pipe.
If one is found, the contractor advises to cap it will be approx. £200. Agreed.
c) To discuss and agree a course of action for bin emptying and church yard pathway repair.
It was agreed that the Clerk will contact EFDC waste removal team and ask for cost to add this to the sports field collection, if possible. It was agreed to look at repairs to the pathway in September.
d) To discuss and agree the policy and fees for burials of under 18 year olds and to agree the amendment of the burial ground rules and regulations.
It was agreed that any child interment will be agreed on a case by case basis.
e) Discuss and agree burial ground contractor request for pay review.
Agreed in principle. To be reviewed at the next meeting.


	26.59
	Governance and Policies
a) To receive and agree Training Policy
Agreed. The Clerk will implement.
b) To receive and agree the Dignity at Work Policy
Agreed. The Clerk will implement.
c) To discuss and agree to adopt the Civility and Respect Pledge
Agreed. The Clerk will complete the necessary paperwork.


	26.60
	Training – New Councillors
To discuss and agree to arrange in-house training for Cllr Goodson and Cllr Hurst – please see Training Report.
Agreed. The Clerk will liaise with EALC, the Councillors and the village hall to make the arrangements.


	26.61
	Planning
a) To consider any new planning applications submitted to Epping Forest District Council – 1 application received. 
Planning Application: EPF/1323/26 – Gypsy Mead
Extension of the northern boundary to plots 2, 3 and 4 permitted under planning consent EPF/0016/19.
No objections.


	26.62
	Request for charitable donation under Section 137 
To discuss the request from East of England Ambulance Service Charity and agree a course of action.
The Council concluded to postpone with item until the next meeting.


	26.63
	Communication and Promotion
To consider any items for publicity and promotion.
· None to report.


	26.64
	Date of the next Parish Council meeting
a) To confirm the date of the next Parish Council Meeting. 
The next meeting will take place on Monday 14th September 2026 in the club room at 7.30pm.




The meeting was closed at 21:05pm.

Signed: 	…………………………………….	Date: ……………………	
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