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Draft Meeting Minutes


[bookmark: _Hlk134007243]Minutes of the Parish Meeting of Fyfield Parish Council held on Monday 14th September 2026 at Fyfield Village Hall, Houchin Drive, Fyfield.

Present: Councillors D Webster, T Wadey, E Hurst, M Brawn, G Codd and J Goodson.
Absent: Councillor L Webster.
In attendance: Two members of the public.
The meeting commenced at: 7:30pm

	26.65
	Apologies for absence
Cllr L Webster sent apologies which were accepted.


	26.66
	Declaration of Interests
To receive Councillor’s declaration of interests and dispensations concerning items on the agenda. 
No declarations were received.


	26.67
	Approval of Minutes of Meeting held 3rd August 2026
The minutes of the Fyfield Parish Council meeting held on Monday 3rd August 2026 were approved as an accurate record.


	26.68
	Public Participation Session
To receive questions and statements from members of the public with respect to items on the agenda and other matters that are of mutual interest.
· A member of the public advised of an overgrown verge which is causing visibility issues on the road near Clatterford End. It was agreed that the Clerk would contact ECC Highways to raise the issue. 
· A member of the public asked if the village gateway signs will be moved to the correct places in the village. The Council agreed that the Clerk would write to ECC Highways following up from previous discussions on the subject.


	26.69
	Clerks Report
a) The Clerk reported on 9 items.


	26.70
	County Councillor, District Councillor and other representatives reports 
District Cllr Balcombe sent his apologies.


	26.71
	Finance
a) a) To consider and approve invoices for payment.
RECEIVED List of invoices submitted in August 2026 that require payment by the Parish Council. 


	Ref No
	BACS Ref
	Payee
	Detail
	Amount

	42.26
	PAID
	Paul Norris
	June/July burial ground maintenance
	£400.00

	43.26
	SB20260238
	PKF Littlejohn
	2025/26 external audit
	£252.00

	44.26
	INV-625
	Fyfield Farms
	Magnetometry survey of St Nicholas’
	£160.00

	45.26
	2026/137
	Fyfield village hall
	Meeting room – September 2026
	£15.30

	46.26
	PAID
	Xero
	Accounting software
	£30.00

	NOTED Invoices are verified and certified in accordance with Financial Regulation 6.3.
RESOLVED List of invoices were authorised (approved unanimously).   
NOTED Due to the recent NJC agreed scale increase of 3.3%, the clerks hourly rate has increased by £0.46p. This month’s pay includes the backdated increase (on the original scale increment) from 1st April 2026 of £69.30p.
NOTED Clerks wages for August - £646.20p.

TASK Clerk passed all paperwork to Cllr D Webster and Cllr Goodson for signature. All payments are set up ready for authorisation online.

a) To consider and approve the bank reconciliation. 
Approved and signed by Cllr D Webster and Cllr Goodson.
b) To receive and note the external audit report from PKF Littlejohn
Noted with no suggestions received.


	26.72
	Sports Field and Village Hall
a) Note any sports field hire bookings.
No bookings received from September onwards.
b) Note the play equipment inspection report and agree any course of action.
Noted. It was advised that drill holes in the new climbing frame treads should be treated to protect the wood. The Clerk has contacted the supplier and someone will be coming out this week to treat.
c) Discuss play area roundabout quote and agree course of action.
Discussed and agreed that the Council will wait until the Gypsy Mead Section 106 funds are received before fixing the roundabout. 
d) Discuss and agree amended sports field maintenance schedule. 
Agreed. The Clerk will confirm with JBL.
e) Discuss and agree regular use of sports field by new football team.
The Chair relayed a conversation between himself, the Clerk and a local football team wishing to use the sports field for training and games on weekends. Further discussions, including if the club are able to bring any potential funding, will be made going forward. 
f) Discuss and agree course of action regarding wobbly fence between village hall car park and rear of Walker Avenue.
It was agreed that the fence needs to be fixed or replaced. The Clerk will obtain quotes.


	26.73
	Burial Ground
a) Discuss and agree burial ground contractor pay review.
The Council agreed to increase the contractors pay. Further discussions will be held by the finance committee in a closed meeting before confirming the increase at the next meeting.
b) Discuss and agree course of action to repair path damage.
The Chair has already completed the repairs.
c) Discuss and agree use of confetti at weddings.
It was agreed to update the current burial ground regulations to include the types of confetti that can be used – rice, rice paper or flower petals. The Clerk and Burial Ground Clerk will implement.


	26.74
	Governance and Policies
a) Chair to sign Civility and Respect Pledge.
The Chair signed the pledge.


	26.75
	Planning
a) To consider any new planning applications submitted to Epping Forest District Council – 2 applications received. 
Planning Application: EPF/1588/26 – Acorns, Dunmow Road
This application was sent to all Councillors – no objection.
Planning Application: EPF/1673/26 Gypsy Mead – no objection.


	26.76
	Request for charitable donation under Section 137 
The Council discussed and agreed to pay a sum of £400 to the East of England Ambulance Service Charity as it was deemed in the interest of the village and residents. The Clerk will arrange the donation.


	26.77
	Communication and Promotion
To consider any items for publicity and promotion.
· None to report.


	26.78
	Date of the next Parish Council meeting
a) To confirm the date of the next Parish Council Meeting. 
The next meeting will take place on Monday 5th October 2026 in the club room at 7.30pm.




The meeting was closed at 20:34pm.

Signed: 	…………………………………….	Date: ……………………	
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