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Fyfield Parish Council 
Meeting Minutes


[bookmark: _Hlk134007243]Minutes of the Parish Meeting of Fyfield Parish Council held on Monday 5th January 2026 at Fyfield Village Hall, Houchin Drive, Fyfield.

Present: Councillors D Webster, L Webster, Wadey, Brawn, Goodson and Clerk, Kim Hanley.
In attendance: District Councillor Ray Balcombe. No members of the public.
The meeting commenced at: 19:30pm

	25.127
	Apologies for Absence
Cllrs Mead and Codd sent apologies which were accepted.


	25.128
	Declaration of Interests
To receive Councillor’s declaration of interests and dispensations concerning items on the agenda. 
None received.


	25.129
	Approval of Minutes 
The minutes of the Fyfield Parish Council meeting held on Monday 1st December 2025 were approved as an accurate record.


	25.130
	Public Participation Session
To receive questions and statements from members of the public with respect to items on the agenda and other matters that are of mutual interest.
No members of the public in attendance.


	25.131
	Clerks Report
The Clerk reported on 13 items.


	25.132
	County Councillor, District Councillor and other representatives reports 
District Councillor R Balcombe informed that EFDC are working on the idea that elections will go ahead for district and county in May.


	25.133
	Finance
a) a) To consider and approve invoices for payment.

RECEIVED List of invoices submitted in December 2025 that required payment by the Parish Council. 

	Ref No
	BACS Ref
	Payee
	Detail
	Amount

	81.25
	DD
	Castle Water
	Water rates
	£7.61

	82.25
	7916
	TBS Hygiene
	Dog and waste bin collection
	£61.44+8p

	83.25
	DD
	Xero
	Accounts software
	£30.00

	84.25
	25-9602
	BB Groundscare
	Sports field maintenance
	£647.50

	85.25
	NI
	HMRC
	Employers National Insurance contribution – December wages
	£28.37

	86.25
	1047
	Christmas Wrapped Up
	Fyfield village Christmas tree
	£210

	87.25
	18KH
	Kim Hanley
	Printer ink 
	£8.49

	88.25
	
	Dan Webster
	Mince pies for Christmas event
	£28

	NOTED Invoices are verified and certified in accordance with Financial Regulation 6.3.
RESOLVED List of invoices were authorised (approved unanimously).   
NOTED Clerks wages paid for December - £606.15.
TASK Clerk passed all paperwork to Cllr D Webster and Cllr Brawn for signature. All payments are set up ready for authorisation online.

NOTED Payments received December 2025

	Burial Ground
	£500

	Sports Field Hire
	£0

	Miscellaneous
	£6

	TOTAL
	£506



b) Discuss and approve the 2026/27 budget – Discussed and agreed. The budget will be published on the new website. 
c) Discuss and approve the 2026/27 precept – Chair and Clerk to sign. 
Discussed and agreed. The Chair and Clerk signed the precept request confirming the amount of £20,052. The Clerk will return the signed paperwork to EFDC before the 31st January deadline. The Chair will put together a graph to show how the precept will be spent.
d) Agree to renew Microsoft subscription for Clerks laptop £59.99p. (Note that as of 14th February 2026 the cost will increase to £84.99 annually). – agreed.
e) Agree to pay for the village Christmas tree £210 – agreed.
f) NOTED that TBS Hygiene have agreed a 6 week contact cancellation payment instead of 12 weeks. 


	25.134

	Assets
a) Note that the new Fyfield parish council website is now live – www.fyfieldparishcouncil.gov.uk 
b) Discuss and agree course of action regarding tree near Dr Walkers side entrance. – Cllr Brawn has looked over the tree and is concerned that it is leaning considerably. It was agreed that the Clerk will contact the company who completed last year’s tree survey to get the tree checked.


	25.135
	Burial Ground
a) Report from Cllr L Webster
No report.
b) To discuss and agree a sinking fund for future burial ground land purchase – It was agreed to set up an asset acquisition ear marked reserve using 50% of annual burial ground income starting in the new financial year. 
c) Discuss and agree quote from Franklin Trees to pollard lime trees at the front of the church. It was agreed that Cllr Brawn will get a second quote for this work as a comparison. The Clerk will move this item to next month’s agenda.




	25.136
	Sports Field and Village Hall
a) Note any sports field hire bookings.
None.


	25.137
	Planning
a) To consider any new planning applications submitted to Epping Forest District Council – 
Planning Application: EPF/2504/25 – no objections.


	25.138
	Government Devolution Consultation
To discuss and agree if the Parish Council wish to comment before the consultation deadline. The council agreed they do not wish to enter a comment. 


	25.139
	Christmas Tree Lighting Celebration 
To receive feedback from the event from the Chair.
Planning Application: EPF/2111/25
The event went well and was enjoyed by all. The Chair suggested more advertising of the event for this year would be beneficial.


	25.140
	Communication and Promotion
To consider any items for publicity and promotion.
· Facebook – New website and Cllr email addresses to be shared on Grapevine.
· Fyfield Focus – Thanks to those involved in Christmas tree ceremony.


	25.141
	Date of the next Parish Council meeting
a) To confirm the date of the next Parish Council Meeting. 
The next meeting will take place on Monday 2nd February 2026 in the club room at 7.30pm.




The meeting closed at 20:35pm.

Signed: 	…………………………………….	Date: ……………………	
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