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Fyfield Parish Council Meeting
Draft Minutes


[bookmark: _Hlk134007243]Minutes of the Parish Meeting of Fyfield Parish Council held on Monday 13th April 2026 at Fyfield Village Hall, Houchin Drive, Fyfield.

Present: Councillors D Webster, L Webster, Codd, Brawn, Wadey, Mead and Goodson.
Absent: None.
In attendance: 3 members of the public and District Cllr Balcombe.
The meeting commenced at: 19:30pm

	26.1
	Apologies for Absence
 All Councillors in attendance.


	26.2
	Declaration of Interests
To receive Councillor’s declaration of interests and dispensations concerning items on the agenda. 
None received.


	26.3
	Approval of Minutes 
The minutes of the Fyfield Parish Council meeting held on Monday 2nd March 2026 were approved as an accurate record.


	26.4
	Public Participation Session
To receive questions and statements from members of the public with respect to items on the agenda and other matters that are of mutual interest.
· A member of the public raised the issue that house insurance had increased by £1K due to potential flood risks in the village. It was agreed that the Clerk will write to Alex Burghhart regarding the issue. 
· Several members of the public raised concerns with speeding through the village. The Chair advised of the Safer Speeds public consultation. District Cllr Balcombe advised that the road is due to be resurfaced and the speed limit circles will be added to the road. The Chair advised the members of the public of the Highways TrackIt site as they are concerned about a loose drain cover in the road. 


	26.5
	Clerks Report
The Clerk reported on 10 items.


	26.7
	County Councillor, District Councillor and other representatives reports 
District Cllr Balcombe reported on the following:
· An overview of the waste service.
· Suggested the PC join forces with North Weald and Moreton PC’s with regards to the River Roding pollution. 
· Fly tipping fines have been increased to £1,000 and the guilty party will also need to pay to clear the waste.


	26.8
	Finance
a) a) To consider and approve invoices for payment.
RECEIVED List of invoices submitted in March 2026 that require payment by the Parish Council. 


	Ref No
	BACS Ref
	Payee
	Detail
	Amount

	1.26
	1472
	JBL Grounds Care
	Sports field grass cutting
	£798.00

	2.26
	DD (Paid)
	Xero
	Accounting software
	£30.00

	3.26
	20796
	ICCM
	ICCM annual membership
	£105.00

	4.26
	2026/36
	Fyfield Village Hall
	Meeting room hire March 2026
	£15.30

	5.26
	2026/42
	Fyfield Village Hall
	Meeting room hire April 2026
	£15.30

	6.26
	
	HMRC
	Employers NI contribution
	£48.75

	7.26
	DD
	Castle Water
	Water rates
	£7.61

	8.26
	DC (Paid)
	K Hanley debit card
	Replacement “no parking” sign for field gate and hazard tape for roundabout in play area.
	£16.00

	NOTED Invoices are verified and certified in accordance with Financial Regulation 6.3.
RESOLVED List of invoices were authorised (approved unanimously).   
NOTED Employer NI contributions was incorrectly noted on the agenda but is correct in the minutes and payments.
NOTED Clerks wages paid for March 2026 - £606.15

TASK Clerk passed all paperwork to Cllr D Webster and Cllr Mead for signature. All payments are set up ready for authorisation online.

NOTED Payments received March 2026

	Burial Ground
	£130

	Sports Field Hire
	£3,020

	Miscellaneous
	£0

	TOTAL
	£3,150



b) Discuss and agree to set up a variable Direct Debit payment for employers National Insurance contributions. 
Agreed.


	26.9
	Burial Ground
a) Report from Cllr L Webster
Agreed to provide a quarterly report.
b) Tree pollarding quotes – discuss and agree course of action.
Agreed not to go ahead with the pollarding.
c) To discuss and agree creating dead hedges.
As the council have agreed not to go ahead with the pollarding, the dead hedges will not go ahead.


	26.10
	Sports Field and Village Hall
a) Note any sports field hire bookings.
Payments due for three bookings. Additional three potential bookings.
b) Tree quotes (tree on field border near school gate) – discuss and agree course of action.
Agreed for the Clerk to contact Franklins to see if the cost can be reduced. If it cannot be, the Clerk has authority to go ahead with the quote. 

c) To review and discuss request from Village Hall Committee to install a gate on the village hall car park.
The Council have agreed to refuse the request for a gate to be installed. 
The Clerk will contact OJFC for a more structured schedule of football games so there are no clashes in the car park. 

	26.11
	Planning
a) To consider any new planning applications submitted to Epping Forest District Council – 2 applications received.
Planning Application: EPF/0494/26 
Planning Application: EPF/0495/26 
Both applications were sent to Councillors for comment as deadlines were before this meeting. No objections to either. 


	26.12
	Willingale Waste Water River Inspection Report
To receive a report from Cllrs who completed a visual inspection of the river and to agree any further action to be taken.
Cllr D Webster gave a report:
· Members of the Council met with Thames21 to undertake water testing. The readings were OK but could be better.
· Cllr Codd has agreed to do regular water tests.
· The Council agreed to officially sign up to Thames21 as a formal testing site. The Clerk will arrange this with Thames21.


	26.13
	Essex Safer Speeds Strategy
To consider and discuss the Essex Safer Speeds Strategy consultation and the Parish Councils view to speed limits in the village.
The Council agreed that they would ideally like to see the 30mph speed limit extended to before Elmbridge through the village to Ernest Does. The Clerk will enter this under the consultation. 


	26.14
	Communication and Promotion
To consider any items for publicity and promotion.
· Representatives of the PC will be taking part in the Moreton litter pick.


	26.15
	Date of the next Parish Council meeting
a) To confirm the date of the next Parish Council Meeting. 
The next meeting will take place on Monday 18th May 2026 in the club room at 7.00pm.
b) To confirm arrangements for the Annual Parish Assembly.
Clerk to send out invites and post on noticeboard and Facebook.




The meeting was closed at 21:15pm.

Signed: 	…………………………………….	Date: ……………………	


3
	Initials        	
